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אודה לכם אם תעבירו את העלון לאנשיכם או כתובות של נציג עלון. אשמח לקבל  
גם רשות להדפיס / לחלק / להעתיק   הערות מחכימות ובל"נ אשתדל להתייחס אליהם. 

נתונה לאמור מהדברים שבעלון אף שלא בשם    -לשמור.    / בשעת הצורך הרשות 
יביא גאולה לעולם. כמו כן יש אפשרות    .אומרם. אבל הבא להדפיס וידפיס בשם אומרו 

 לקבל כל עלון בכל שפה כמעט שתרצו בתרגום של ווארד . 
 

הופיע במסגרת  החיבור הראשון  
 'מפעל ליקוטי שמואל'  

 "זה היום עשה ה' נגילה ונשמחה בו "

 :בשעה טובה ומוצלחת, בסייעתא דשמיא, רואה אור ספר חדש ומפעים

חומש בראשית –ליקוטי שמואל   

לאחר שנים של עיון, איסוף, ליקוט ועריכה, יוצא לאור ספר ייחודי המאגד   – סוף מעשה במחשבה תחילה
שהופיעו בעלוני פרשת השבוע בשנים האחרונות.  מיטב הקטעים, המאמרים, הסיפורים והמשלים את

 .דברי חן ושכל טוב, שנבחרו בקפידה וערוכים בטוב טעם, כדי להחיות את הלב ולהאיר את השולחן

מתוכן הפרקים: רעיונות מאירי עיניים לפרשיות השבוע • משלים מעוררי מחשבה •  
 סיפורים נוגעים ללב • פנינים להעשרה ולהעברה בשולחן שבת 

 מתאים ללימוד אישי, למסירת דבר תורה ולשיחה משפחתית 

שליט"א  שמואל אייזיקוביץ ערוך ומוגש בעמל רב על ידי הרה"ג   

mailto:eisikovits1@gmail.com
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נפש לכל כעת למכירה במחיר שווה – חומש בראשית כרך ראשון על     

ש"ח   60
                                                                                                             בלבד

    

  :להזמנה 
https://dash.bookpod.co.il/product/2231 

  
  

The Jewish innovators 
who created the toy 
industry 
Donald Liebenson 
 

You may not recognize the names of Morris Michtom, Joshua Lionel 
Cowan, or Ruth Moskowicz and her husband Elliott Handler. But if not 
for them, your childhood would have been much less playful and far 
less wondrous. They are, respectively, the creator of the teddy bear, 
the inventor of the electric toy train, and the founders of Mattel.  

They were Jewish—poor, often Yiddish-speaking, tenement-dwelling 
children of immigrants from Russia and Eastern Europe who, as 
Michael Kimmel writes in his entertaining and enlightening 
book, Playmakers: The Jewish Entrepreneurs Who Created the Toy 
Industry in America, “imagined a world where other children could 

https://dash.bookpod.co.il/product/2231
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have the experiences they lacked—and, in so doing, they transformed 
America. They invented the 20th century American childhood.”   

As Kimmel chronicles, America’s toy industry was largely 
Jewish. They were kindred spirits with Hollywood’s studio founders, 
who put on the screen images of an idealized America from which 
Jews felt largely excluded. This makes Playmakers an ideal 
complement to Neil Gabler’s essential An Empire of Their Own: How 
the Jews Invented Hollywood.  

Playmakers was originally conceived as a family memoir. 
Morris Michtom was Kimmel’s great-great-great uncle. He created the 
Shirley Temple doll (a framed photograph of Michtom with 
the beloved child star graced the Kimmel family’s piano) and went on 
to found the Ideal Toy Corporation, makers of Mouse Trap, the 
Betsy Wetsy dolls, and the Rubik’s Cube.  

However, what really put them on the map was the teddy bear, 
created in the back room of the Michtoms’ Brooklyn candy store in 
1902. It’s the quintessential story of American gumption: Michtom was 
inspired by a Clifford Berryman Washington Post cartoon 
immortalizing an incident in which President Theodore 
Roosevelt compassionately spared the life of a wounded bear 
cub. “The Czar was never that humanitarian,” Michtom said.   

He suggested to his wife that she create a replica of the bear out of 
whatever materials she could find on hand—mohair and wood 
shavings. Their creation was put on display in the window, labeled—
so family legend goes, with the president’s blessing—Teddy’s bear.  

As Kimmel writes, Jews have profoundly impacted American 
popular culture and the toy industry is no exception. Consider 
Hot Wheels, hula hoops, and tiddlywinks—or iconic characters such 
as Archie, Superman, Curious George, and Barbie. Each was born of 
Jewish imagination.  
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Kimmel uses the family lore about the Michtoms as a springboard to 
examine why so many of what the author calls “the cultural and 
professional arbiters of the new childhood”—inventors, marketers, 
toymakers, sellers, artists, writers and scholars—were Jews. And 
why did this happen only in America?   

Playmakers is brimming with under-told stories of Jewish innovation 
and enterprise. But Kimmel frames these stories in historical context 
to explore how these toys and characters changed the zeitgeist. Once 
upon a time, he writes, “childhood was about work, not 
play.… Children were economic assets; their value in labor offset the 
costs of housing and feeding them.”  

These children went to work at an early age, and these 
struggles fostered a vision for what childhood might look like, “a 
vision,” Kimmel wrote, “borne out in the toys they made, the stores 
they ran, the comics they drew, and the books they wrote.”  

Playmakers is more than just a nostalgia trip for readers of a certain 
age. It is a celebration of the “men and women who channeled the 
promise of the American Dream into a new way of thinking about 
childhood, even as they were haunted by the privations of their own 
pasts.”  

Donald Liebenson is a Chicago writer who writes for 
VanityFair.com, The Washington Post, and other outlets.  
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